










About Women in Black

Message from Zorica Trifunovic from Belgrade
Who are Women in Black?

Women in Black is a world-wide network of women commi! ed

to peace with jus"ce and ac"vely opposed to injus"ce, war,

militarism and other forms of violence. As women experiencing

these things in different ways in different regions of the world,

we support each other's movements. An important focus is

challenging the militarist policies of our own governments. We

are not an organisa"on, but a means of communica"ng and a formula for ac"on.

On 9th October 1991, WiB in Belgrade began a public nonviolent protest against the war; the Serbian

regime's policy; na"onalism; militarism and all forms of hatred, discrimina"on and violence. Thus far,

they have organized more than 500 protests, most of which took place in Belgrade streets and squares,

but also in other ci"es of Serbia and Montenegro, throughout the former Yugoslavia, many ci"es of

Europe, and around the world. In October this year the following event took place.

The second round against cluster muni!ons

A$er the first pe""on and more than 850 signatures collected all over Serbia, Women in Black con"nue

ac"on to pressure on ins"tu"ons of Serbia to STOP Cluster bombs and sign the Conven"on on Cluster

Muni"ons. Women in Black have

organized a new pe""on to sign the

Conven"on. `Ac"on of the pe""on is

the highest act of civic responsibility

and solidarity with all the vic"ms of

cluster muni"ons. The signing of the

Conven"on is important because

vic"ms of cluster bombs in Serbia are

n o t e l i g i b l e f o r i n t e r n a"o n a l
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assistance, because Serbia is not a signatory of the Conven!on,` it is said in the statement of Woman in

Black, issued on 25th October.

It is evaluated in the statement:`Con!nuing Ac!on of the pe!!on we remind ins!tu!ons and ci!zens that

Serbia is the only country in the region that has not signed the Conven!on yet, as well as that during the

NATO bombing all over Serbia 300,000 cluster bombs were thrown around and in 97 % of cases civilians

were the vic!ms of cluster muni!ons.`

Except of Women in Black from Belgrade the statement joined Women in Black from Serbian Network

(Hourglass-Krusevac, Independent Women's Center-Dimitrovgrad, Roma Associa!on-Novalja, Roma

Associa!on Danica-Pancevo, Women for Peace- Leskovac, Esperanca-Novi Sad, Women Alterna!ves-

Sombor, Help for women and children vic!ms of violence-Vlaso!nce, Women`s of the south-Pirot, Center

for girls, Women's Space, Olivera Nosov Nis, Phenomena-Kraljevo, Alterna!ve Circle-Kragujevac).-

They invited the public to join the ac!on of 25th October and as a responsible ci!zens contribute towards

signing a pe!!on for Serbia to become a country of peace, health and solidarity! For:`In Serbia, there are

more than three million pieces of illegal guns.`

The par!cipants of the protest in Belgrade carried placards with the inscrip!ons: `Serbian government is

responsible for signing of the Conven!on`, `Sign the Conven!on on Cluster Muni!ons`, `The signing of the

Conven!on=HELP FOR THE VICTIMS`; `Stop expor!ng weapons`, There must not be new vic!ms`, `Disarm

Serbia-sign the Conven!on`, `One signature

changes everything.`

By signing request in Serbian towns, some of

the vic!ms explained why they do it: `I lost both

legs and sight in my right eye therefore I lobby

to ban and promote the Conven!on`; `In Nis

children sick and pregnant women were killed

by cluster bombs. It just shows what kind of

rela!onship country has toward those who

were lucky enough to survive.`

On the anniversary of the passage of Resolu!on 1325 – on 31st of October, submi" ed postcards and pe!!on

signatures by the ci!zens will be delivered to the Minister of Defence of Serbia Aleksandar Vucic.
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