APPENDIX 1 -   Update on Fizi Conflict 14-11-09  

(based on information collected by the CEEACO,  (Congo Yearly Meeting)

----written by Bridget Butt, CAPI)

[spelling of names and places is not exact]

There have been several violent incidents in South-South Kivu and Fizi Territory over the past 2 weeks:  

On 2/11/2009, clashes took place in Baraka between supporters of Yakutumba, (an ex-Mai-Mai fighter now with the Congolese army) and soldiers of the 12th Brigade.   There are several versions of the cause of these clashes:  some say they were sparked by the arrest of 2 ex-Mai Mai soldiers of the 12th brigade; others say it was caused/aggravated by conflict over a woman who had contracted a marriage with both Yakutumba and a soldier of the 12th Brigade.  Yakutumba has now withdrawn from the FARDC, but has vowed to continue his fight from a position near Baraka.

In a second incident on 8/11/09, the military commanders of Kimia 2 came to Baraka to escort General Dunia (another former Mai-Mai, now integrated into the FARDC) to a meeting/interrogation in Bukavu.  (Kimia 2 is the second part of a military operation resulting from negotiations between Rwanda and the DRC, with the objective of tracking down the FDLR Rwandese rebel group based in the DRC.)  When General Dunia arrived in Maele (1 km from Abeka), he requested that he be allowed to visit Colonel Rashid (another former Mai-Mai).  He requested that the escort come back to meet him the following day.  When the FARDC escort returned the following day they found that both the General and the Colonel had disappeared into the forest.  They also found themselves under attack from Mai-Mai groups in the forest.  

Fighting was observed from Mboko beyond Swima (a stretch of approximately 30 km).  Abeka sits in the middle (approximately 25 km---30 minutes---from Mboko).  There were no civilian casualties registered.  However, approximately 5386 people have been displaced towards Uvira and Baraka, including 1261 CEEACO members.  [The first figure is probably low.].  Many of these IDPs have gathered in Makobola, a village with its own ongoing trauma.  Others have reached Uvira.  (The CEEACO/CAPP Coordinator in Uvira currently has four families living with him.)  Others continue to stay in Fizi villages, but sleep in long grass by the lakeside.  A number of families have fled to Burundi in fishing boats.  (Reports range from 20 families to 500 individuals who have fled to Rumonge and other locations in Burundi.)  A large military reinforcement has been sent to the Abeka area and the area is reported to be calm.  

The population in both Baraka and the Mboko area refuse to return to their homes, however, until the whereabouts and plans of the disappeared military commanders are known.

Despite the isolated appearance of these conflicts, they both almost certainly represent a schism in the Congolese army resulting from lack of support from the ex-Mai-Mai soldiers for the Kimia 2 operation.  The Mai-Mai continue to accuse President Kabila of having “sold” the country to the Rwandese----including accusations that the Kimia 2 operation is not just a result of negotiations with the Rwandese, but is, in fact, a Rwandese military operation.  

The CEEACO would also like to draw our attention to the continued displacement of residents of the Haut Plateau fleeing the Kimia 2 operation and accompanying threats from the FDLR.  A letter from the CEEACO/FFP Coordinator from Ekyombo (Haut Plateau) reports 752 IDPs in the surroundings of Ekyombo (Including Mungutu, Musonjo, Maheta, Salake, Nikungwe…).

A UN IRIN report estimates 400,000 people displaced from their homes in eastern DRC in the first six months of 2009.
  This number has increased significantly since July, but exact numbers are not available.

The most pressing problems for all of these displaced is resolution to the heightened tensions between the Mai-Mai and Kimia 2.   While they continue to be displaced, the most urgent problems for these IDPs remain food, clean water and medical care.  The CEEACO has prepared a project for immediate humanitarian relief, including a proposal for an urgent information-sharing campaign to try and dispel rumors and fear surrounding the Kimia 2 operation, and to promote cooperation for a more just implementation of Kimia 2.  

Update on the Centre Hospitalier Abeka (CHA):

The CEEACO operates a community hospital in Abeka.  The patients of the CHA were among those who fled the fighting in Abeka, taking their drips, transfusion needles, mattresses and sheets with them.  They left without paying.  A few patients who were in the Maternity ward have remained.  

The CEEACO has chosen to keep the CHA open, due largely to the fact that almost all of the other surrounding Health Centres are now closed and many have been looted.    Two nurses have remained at the hospital.  At present, there are 8 patients remaining in the Hospital, though patients continue to come to the CHA for consultation (about 12-14 / day).  The CEEACO has elected to give free treatment to patients during this period.  Many of the patients are coming with bad diarrhea following days living in the forest.

The resident doctor, Dr. Guillaume is temporarily based in Uvira, for security reasons, but makes the 30 km trip to Abeka almost every day.  The CEEACO strongly applauds the sacrificial work of their nurses and doctor during this period!  Most of the hospital equipment has also been moved to Uvira for fear of looting.

The CEEACO considered requesting security for the hospital (military protection), but fear that this will attract a Mai-Mai attack and subsequent looting, or that the Congolese armed forces will, themselves, loot the hospital if attacked.  The hospital has been providing (free) treatment to the Congolese armed forces, and, one of the hospitalized patients still at the hospital is the sister-in-law of the Mai-Mai Colonel who’s disappearance sparked the armed conflict.  CHA personnel suspect that the presence of this woman at the CHA may be the primary reason that the hospital has not yet been attacked or looted.  (The CHA was occupied by the Mai-Mai for several years in the late 90’s and early 2000.)

The CHA currently struggles with how to maintain security for staff and patients, as well as lack of funds to replace necessary medication.  Also, partly as result of the stolen mattresses and sheets, the hospital has a limited amount of bed space, if additional patients were to require hospitalization.

For further information on recent humanitarian developments in North and South Kivu, I attach the November 6 OCHA report. 
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