Greetings from the Autumn 2011 Gathering of Russian-speaking Friends (Quakers), held in Kremenchuk, Ukraine

To the Peoples of the Russian-speaking world…
Dear Friends,
Brothers and sisters are we all, whose long years of Soviet experience have taught us amicable and fruitful fellowship.  Our grandfathers fought side by side, and it is quite possible that the old man your granddad pulled out of the firing line was a grandpa of a different ethnicity than yours.
How we loved to listen to and to watch the songs and dances of different peoples, each providing a window on their people’s soul, a vista of their community’s miraculous inner self!  

But what happened?
Unexpectedly, we remembered, that we are not them, that we are a different nation, though today we understand that deciding who exactly we are and what precisely our nationality is (which people we can call our own) is nigh on impossible now. 
We have all been so intertwined by our cultural roots!   During Soviet times we intermarried so much that now nothing, no force on earth, can tear us apart: not political squabbling, nor those who can’t yet see that for a joyful, peaceful life mutual understanding and accord are as essential as the air we breathe.  
We all have one sun, one Earth, and one desire: to live in peace, harmony, and friendship. 
Friends (Quakers) always say: in each person - in every single person – is the Light ; a spark of Light.  Discover the spark of Light in you, kindle its flame, and live in the Light! 
If we could hear God’s voice, we would likely hear these words:

My darling ones!  My children, I love you.  I love you so much!  I love you no matter which corner of the world you live in; no matter the colour of your skin; call all peoples your own.  
How could the Father not love his children?  
But my eyes bleed bitter tears when I see one of my children look at another with hatred!  Love one another, for you are truly kindred brothers and sisters, with one common home – your dear good mother earth.  My kith and kin, live in peace and joy!
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